Album « Plus loin vers I'Ouest»
Released April 6, 2010

«This new trial outweighs the previous » _




Biography

A smoking train, gleaming rails and clouds which gallop on the desert areas...And if the
Merzhin's Eldorado was the big West? After ten years of tours, more than 500 shows
and no less than 200.000 albums sold during the previous deliveries, Merzhin pursues
its gold rush and its new opus marks a bend in the career of the group.

The six members of Merzhin elaborated their thirteen new titles in association with
the director Matthieu Ballet (Alexis HK , Thomas Fersen , Christophe Miossec |,
Alain Bashung ).A pact arisen from a beautiful human meeting and from a common
passion for an independent French rock , indifferent to any notion of formatting, a rock
which gives a good place to the melody of sounds and words, while keeping

its harshness and raw colors .

For the Finistere's group, "Plus loin vers I'Ouest " is more than another point in

an already rich career. After years spent within a major company, Merzhin took another
dimension by taking care of the production of their new record. Making it, they integrated
the stable independent record company La Familia (Alexis HK, Florent Marchet, Tom
Poisson). An ideal compromise between small business sector and professionalism, a
supplement of soul, creativity and passion , in a musical industry in full turnover.

Since "Adrenaline ", in 2002, we felt guitars roaring under the hood of Pierrot's band.
Four years later, in "Pieds Nus dans la Braise ", Merzhin pressed on this hexagonal
punk-rock rope, collected with Shériffs or other icons of the French alternative scene.
Feet were anchored well in this inheritance, Merzhin turns towards new horizons.

"Plus loin vers 'Ouest " offers 48 minutes of a stunning rock, denser than never,
galvanized by uncluttered melodies which privilege power and emotion .

The punky rock of "Sweet guerilla", "Duel" or "Cobaye" strikes such an uppercut.
"Cavaliero”, in the hypnotic tones, takes oriental colors.

The novelty in Merzhin 's repertory are these folk song-rock ballads, highlighted by

the hoarse and soft voice which makes marvel in "Le Serment" and "Le Pacte du Diable".
In "Train de Nuit" or "Plus loin vers I'Ouest”, coated by warm and vintage guitars,
Merzhin summons the desert cavalcades of Calexico. Behind a robust drum-bassguitar
base, the arrangements privilege henceforth brass instruments and wind

instruments, in particular sax and clarinet, to the advantage of a groovier rock

more carnal.

"Plus loin vers I'Ouest ", for Merzhin, is a way of exceeding the musical borders

of a sometimes too hexagonal French rock. "Plus loin vers I'Ouest ", is an album

of crossed rock, the rock between the currents. "Plus loin vers I'Ouest " places
henceforth Merzhin in the main platoon of the most striking rock bands  of the country.

As these thousand aficionados which experimented it this last decade know it, Merzhin
is above all a scenic, explosive experience ! From March 2010, thus place in the
convoy Merzhin , which leaves on national tour. Farther westward, first class please.



Communication

National release of new album April 6, 2010
(Adrénaline Prod / L'Autre Distribution) // Editien Upton Park and Chrysalis Music France

Discography :
Plus loin vers I'Ouest, 04-2010
Merzhin Live, 06-2008

Pieds Nus sur la Braise, 05-2006 (Sony/BMG)

Adrénaline, 08-2002 (RCA/BMG)
Pleine Lune, 06-2000 (RCA/BMG)

4th best entry in the Top FIFG Week 14

Radios

« Train de Nuit » programming
manual (week-end)

« Train de Nuit » programming
manual (evenings+ weekend news)
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Le Fou du Roi May 24, 2010
. t«ance Sous les étoiles exactemen§pring
UL E 2010

Oui FM Session April 13, 2010

Ok

TVs
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« CD’AUJOURD’HUI » , April 13, 2010

« CD’AUJOURD’HUI», replay April
2010

« TARATATA», May 17, 2011

« TARATATA », replay May 20, 2011



Tour 2011
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Tour 2010
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With this new album, the Britons Merzhin just give a good kick in
the anthill of a French rock a little sleepy.

Merzhin presents a new disc sounds different cultur es, and
inspired arrangements and impeccable.

Better than a thousand words, skip quickly over thi s very good
album and feel free to visit Merzhin on stage is al  ways an explosive
experience.

Texts that sound, catchy melodies you carry with it self "to the end
of the night, " Merzhin shows his dark side and pul Is us towards
the light. All the magic is there Merzhin: succeed in proving that
today we can still do a good French rock.

Merzhin therefore proves again with "Farther west, " his
remarkable capacity for renewal, while generating a personality
that remains intact and appears on stage with a cer  tain charisma.

Too often cataloged in a rock-Breton, Merzhin just launched quite a
signal to the hexagonal rock.
We have here one of the best albums of early 2010.

An album with a colorful palette of sounds and exte nded a rock
sound refined, more punchy, raucous voice of Pierro t highlighted
and enhanced by all that Matthieu Ballet's leg.

If the inevitable comparisons with Noir Desir can m ake a couple of
times, Merzhin succeeds in developing his own world where
echoes of flutes blend beautifully with edgy guitar S.
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INDIA TOUR 2007

Merzhin’s album “Pieds Nus Sur La Braise
(Bare feet on Live Embers)

The musicians of Merzhin are about to celebrate ten years of a splendid and

impressive musical career together . Endurance, humbleness, hard work and great joy
have been the key elements to their quest for success. But nothing would have been
possible without a loyal audience. The band carved its own identity from playing live.
Released in 1999, Merzhin’s first 5-track CD “1ére Lune” (“First Moon”), caused quite a fuss
in their hometown of Landerneau. One year later, the first album “Pleine Lune”

(“Full Moon”) proved their early fans right. “Adrenaline”, released in 2002, allowed them to
join the circle of bands from Brittany able to pack every venue they play.

Today, Merzhin doesn'’t show a different face but sounds ri cher than ever, swollen with
all the influences and experiences typical of most enduring musicians’ life.

With “Pieds Nus Sur La Braise” (“Bare feet on live embers”), Merzhin sails at ease from one
music style to another : rock and celtic influences are still the main ones, but “La Rue
Calumet”, for instance, sounds like it's coming from Eastern Europe. The live experiences
have boosted and urged the band to explore new territories, among them a harder and
darker type of rock (“Des Filons Dans Nos Failles”).

The lyrics are also more political (“Pavillons Kamikazes”), proving that Merzhin is taking a
critical look at the world around (“La Cour Des Grands”, “Souriez”). Widening its musical



horizon, Merzhin has found its way and asserts its independence proving wrong everyone
who's been trying to pin the band down. The six members of Merzhin have asked producer
Matthieu Ballet (Miossec, Yann Tiersen) to help them craft their new sound.

In “Pieds Nus Sur La Braise”, the guitars are sharp, and Ludo’s bombarde has

sometimes been replaced by a saxophone or a clarinet. Tongue-in-cheek humour still

lies in the lyrics but instincts have grown up. Once digested, the influences from Brittany
are responsible for a new impulse, energic but prop erly channeled .

Merzhin has won his bet to move ahead. These musicians have refused to be trapped in the
celtic rock they began with. This new offering is more rock than ever and proves they’ve
been able to widen their horizons. Once festive, their style his now stronger and st riking.
And yes, they can seriously rock!

But Merzhin does not think walking with “bare feet on ember” is enough. The band from
Brittany shows it all here : needs, struggles, expectations and most of all, its true self.
Listening to this third album will leave you still and confident. But because Merzhin is at its
best in concert, your next step will be to catch the band at some venue near you, and
experience these 13 new burning tracks live, as soon as you can.

%

Merzhin comes to India at the end of January 2007. They will be on tour in India for about
fifteen days. This tour has been organized by Alliance Francgaise. This is welcome news for
all rock ‘n’ roll fans in India, as it gives them an opportunity to experience the Celtic genre of
rock ‘n’ roll live for what would be the first time for most of them. The tour of Merzhin kicks off
at Saarang 2007 of IT Madras and will include venues in Pondicherry , Bangalore ,
Calcutta , Delhi, Chandigarh , Bombay and Pune.
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MERZHIN Pieds sur la Braise (Bare feet on live embe rs) Tour 2007 Rock Concert by
Band from Brittany 25th Jan, ALliance francaise de Bangalore at 7.30p.m. ENTRY

FREE

After its creation in 1996 and thanks to hundreds of concerts and three albums released
recently, Merzhin has transcended the standard modes by offering music that though based
on the Breton style, is predominantly characterized as being original rock music.

Their latest compositions are beyond doubt proof of the wealth of sound that the group can
create. Moreover, the sense of permutation and the brilliant verses provide remarkable
cohesion to their new album. Some would define this as coming of age, but “Pieds nus sur la
braise” presents Merzhin just as they are. Beyond all hackneyed clichés and

opportunism, Merzhin continues to show its Breton identity thanks to impeccable technique
used for rich and completely contemporary music.

If success has been achieved with the first and the second album, Merzhin unquestionably
uses all its skills on stage and this is proved through their performances of great repute. Over
time, the energy that is palpable during these intense public performances reveals a bond
that has grown increasingly strong.
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Celtic rock cometh

French band Merzhin says music is an universal language. To perform today.

NONIKA Singh

M a r k our words they are

different, This six member-Pierre Le
Bourdonnec (singer), Damien Le
Bras (bass guitarist), Vincent L' Hour
(guitarist), Stephane Omnes (electric
guitarist), Ludovie Berrou {bom-
bardes and fute plaver) and drom.
mer Christophe Rossini - French
rock band Merzhin in City at the
invitation of French Embassy and
Alliance Francaise,

Sure enough both their demeanor
and music betrays youthiul modern
sensibilities of French rock. But
with roots curling all the way to their
tradition more precisely to Celtic in-
fluence, No wonder they call their
music Celtic rock and chorus in uni-
son: "our music isn't only rhythm
based but includes varied traditional
meladies, a judicions blend of ener-
gy of rock and sensitivity of Celtic
which give us a definite character

and flavour"

Why besides guitar and druams
they even use traditional [nstru-
ments like Bombarde, a kind of
flute's cousin, its a double reed in-
strument, a precursor to oboe and in
use sinee 15th century;

5o the lead singer Pierre Le Bour-
donnec smiles, "No Tam not the star
of the show but Ludovic Berrow, who
plays hombarde, is." Seriously Vinc-
net Lhour proclaims that good sound
is, "A prefect alchemy between text
and music,” OF course admits he
who along with Pierre pens lyrics:
"Music comes first and from there
stem ideas for Ivrics, Lyrics flow
from our experiences, life's complex
with multi-layered realties.”

But with words all in French do
they think in foreign lands. as in In-
dia, language is a barrier? And they
who have already performed at Ban-
galare, Chennai, Delhi quip, "Pravi-
ously we thought so but after the
stupendons response we have re.
ceived on the Indian tour we can

only reiterate the clichéd albeit
true assertion - music is a universal
language.”

Anyway in deference to their In-
dian audiences which are very dear
to them they have especially com-
posed an English song as also used
'taanpura’ sounds (recorded piece)
in their musical ensemble which is
alveady a part of their album. Be-
tween recording and live concerts
they deem, "stage performance is
real livewire fun,”  So upbeat and
effusive they bearm, "We guarantee a
great concert, not a moment of bore-
dom. We helieve in striking a rap-
port with our audiences, cajoling
them to sing and dance along.”

Well, well they haven't named
themselves Merzhin, which means
magician {Merzhin stands for Mer-
lin in Breton, a Celtic language, who
wasawizard in Celtic mythology)
for nothing, 8o here they come to
make magic with music,

On Feb Zat Law Auditorium,
Parjah Universioe 6.50 pm.

Genre glance

Celtic rock is a genre of folk
rock which incorporates
Celtic music instrurmenta-
tion and themes. Caltic rock
is a sub-genre of Celtic fu-
sion, an umbrelia term for
any modern music with tra-
ditional Celtic influences,
Merzhin, the Celtic rack
group from Landerneau, in
Brittany (France) who have

© come a long way since the
aroup was formed in 1996,
admit to varied influences.
Besides US and U.K. rack
they have been inspired by
French rock band
Nanonegira as they aver in

wunison: "This band, & melt-

ing pot of varied cultural in-
fluences, with its lead singer
Manuchao has been a refer-
ence point for us.”
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All sound - their
inspiration, all
rhythm - their
melody, all
experiences -
their songs...
French Celtic
Rockers
Merzhin find
the universe
their play-
ground to crash,
whistle, play

SHARIN BHATTI

LTERNATIVE rock is not that big
in France, though rock is. The tra-
ditional music of France, Celtic is

the people’s music, but Celtic

Rock is nowhere, * splat comes the remark
from musician/rocker/change-the-world-mu-
sic guitarist Vincent Lhour from six-member
Celtic Rock outfit Merzhin. Like Van Gogh
then perhaps, the artist (of the musical kinds
that is), set out to sing of his country, its leg-
ends, its folk and its myth with Pierre Bour-
donnec’s vocals Chritophe Rossini on drums,
Ludovic Berrou on the Bombard and
Damien Bras on the bass, who grewup on a
diet of U2 and the rich music of Brittany.

“The west of France, where Bittany is situ-
ated, has a culture dating back to the Anglo-
Saxon era. Music, being an intrinsic part, has
developed with wind instruments like flute,
clarinet, bombard (the Brittany flute), saxo-
phone and the piano of course. All we have
done is added ourselves to it, which is down-
town rock and roll,” Pierre gives us a history
lesson, all the while maintaining that music
can’t be taught, but comes with the territory.
Vincent adds, “That is why we sing in French,
because the language comes naturally to us.
The French intonations are written all over
the meladies, the accent of the words, the

lyrics of course....everything is more relatable.

A good song is the perfect alchemy between
text and music. All for a cause.”

And it has been the changing France, the
people of the world, the bagpiper on the
street, the bittersweet serenades that have
scen the rise and fall of musical bars in
Merzhin's three albums since 1996 - ‘Adrena-
lin;’ ‘Live’ and‘Naked feet on Ember.” Critics
have often termed their music as daring, tra-

ditional yet unconventional, but pleasantun-
~ like the garish overtones of pure Celticorjust
~ Rock. "Alternative rock, by definition is off-

beat, abent towards the unusual. And we are
the play guitar, throw drum beats and sit down
and jam kinda boys. Like rock is, everything is
spontancous. But the whistles of Bombard has
always been central to our melodies,”
Stephane Omnes adds.

Spontaneity came alive at their last show in
Chennai where the audience got a surprise
when an Indian flutist from the crowd got on
stage and they ended up jamming on stage. Or
after hours, when two more joined and gave
the six, yet another sound to play with. “We
have used the tanpura in one of the songs of
our last album and though, played on a differ-
ent scale, Indian classical has a lot of similari-
ties with the music of our people,” Vincent
gushes, confessing how the Indian crowds are
going wild with their music, giving them mem-
orable moments to later ponder and make an-
other melody upon.

Though, the group has been at the end of
crass criticism by the purists of celtic music
and how the deliberate fusion is totally un-
called for. Yet Merzhin, continues to sell
records and get on stage to pay their respects
to the sound of their land. “The name
Merzhin, itself, comes from ‘Merlin,’ a
mythological magician, who put everyone ina
trance by doing something everyone thought
was unreal and enchanting. So is our band. We
are giving people what they have heard for
years, only in a new format. It's a culmination
of our beings,” Vincent smiles endearingly
and promises to take Chandigrahians on the
road of fascination. “The journey never ends.
The music never dies. It's set free in the stars,™
Pierre finishes!

 (Broughtto mwrlby.ﬂ#m;& Francaise,
Merzhin will play
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erzhin will play at Law Auditorium on Febru-
- ary 2at Law-Auditorium, PU, 6.30pm onwards)
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'Merzhin' melodies move music lovers

'OuR CORRESPONDENT

CHanpicarH, FEBRUARY 2

The French Celiic Rock
Band 'Merzhin' enthralled
music lovers, mostly slu-
dents, at the Punjab Univer-
sity Law auditorium here
today.

The musical extravaganza,
organised by the city chapter
af Alliance Francaise in asso-
ziation with the French
Embassy, was rich in solem-
nity as well as grandeur and
!guicly of the Celtic music, a
'regional form of folk-popular
\fusion of France, The reper-
itodre of over 13 songs ren-
dered by the lead singer
Fierre Le Bourdennec with

an immaculate vocal support
from Bass guitarist Demien
Le Brass, electric guitarists
Vincemt L' Hour, and
Stephane Omnes , Ludovie
Berrou and ace drummer
christophe virually rocked
the packed hall, The singers
established an instant rapport
with the young listeners after
ML  Sarcen, President,
Alliance Francaise, inaugu-
rated the concert.
Employing Melodic reso-
nance' as a medium of acs-
thetic expression the artists
made the audience feel and
enjoy the intrinsic beauty of
nature, transcendental calm-
ness of the soul, love in all
its  manifestations  and

human relationships all cap-
tured in the otherwise for-
eign French lyricism. Be it
the opening song 'Pavillons
Kanikazes' defining the
avoidable gap between the
northern or southern borders
or 'La Cour Dos' depicting
the innocent soul of a child
or song 'Betti' depicting the
political hypocrisy of China
towards Tibetans enthralled
the audience.

Laced with folk flaver and
Celtic rock the songs on love,
passion and remance like
"Fawwy', 'conscience’, or Tor-
cus vivantes' were presented
by spirited singers with high
voltage music. The only Eng-
lish song "The Passengers' and

‘Merzhin’ rock band performs at law auditoriom an Panjab University campus on Friday.
— A Tribune photograph

'Av bout de la sient' about the
life of a musician were well
received. The dazzling but
soothing  light  effects
designed and executed by Ms
Fabiaane augmented the level

of presentation,

Meanwhile, a Jazz concent
by another French ensemble
'Erik Truffaz' will be pre-
sented at Tagore Theatre
today.













